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The October 20th KCFC program 
will be a very interesting report 
on a topic of local importance.  
Please come join us to hear 
Heather Hendrixson discuss the 
restoration of the Williamson 
River delta.  Here is how Heather 
describes her talk: 

“Wetland loss around Upper Klamath Lake since the early 1900s, through mainly disconnection by levees and 
then draining the land behind them, has led to approximately 34,000 acres of former wetland now isolated 
from the lake.  Restoring these wetlands is a major focus of efforts in many organizations because of the role 
they serve in providing rearing habitat for fish, reducing nutrient loading to the lake, and providing other 
beneficial ecological services.  In 2008 The Nature Conservancy completed a three year, $9 million wetland 
restoration project that removed levees surrounding the Williamson River Delta and re-established the 
hydrologic reconnection between the delta and both the Williamson River and Upper Klamath Lake.  The 
restoration of these deltaic lake-fringe wetlands provides a model for future restoration projects of similar 
scope and scale in other lake-shore wetlands in the Klamath Basin and throughout the west.  Lessons learned 
that can be exported to other wetlands surrounding the lake will be explored.” 

The meeting will be Tuesday, October 20th at Elmer’s Restaurant on S. 6th Street.  Folks usually gather around 
6:00 for dinner and socializing; the program will start around 7:00. 

See you there!

NEWSLETTER
Calendar  

October 9-10: Club outing to Miller 
Lake; Marshal Moser 

October 20: Club meeting with 
Heather Hendrixon; Williamson Delta 

November 17: Club meeting 

December 15:  Christmas Party

“Wetland Restoration of a 
Freshwater River Delta in 

Upper Klamath Lake – 
lessons learned” 

with Heather Hendrixson
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OFFICERS AND BOARD 
  

Dick Siemens 
resiemens@centurytel.net  

President 

Carol Ann Meadows 
kcfnews@gmail.com 

Vice President/President Elect 

Peg Edwards 
edwrmed@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Peter Calvo 
nogndr@qwestoffice.net   

Secretary 

Dale Zemke 
kcflycasters@gmail.com 

Past President 

John Hyde 
yamsiranch@hughes.net 

Board Member 

Bob Kingzett 
bobk@jeld-wen.com  

Board Member 

Lois Krueger 
lk.timefliesoutfitters@yahoo.com  

Board Member 

Jim Ricks 
mtnestinor@gmail.com  

Board Member 

THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport 
of fly fishing, do hereby join to promote fly fishing as a method of 
angling, to encourage youth to learn this method of angling, and to 
promote and participate in meetings to educate all persons in the many 
aspects of fly fishing as a sport. We agree to make every effort to protect 
and improve fishing resources in our area by encouraging the practice of 
catch and release fishing of wild, native fish and by supporting fly fishing 
organizations in other areas in the overall quest for improvement and 
perpetuity of fishing resources.

COMMITTEES 
Conservation: Jared 
Bottcher 
Education: John Krueger 
F F F L i a i s o n : D a l e 
Zemke 
Fly Casting Events: John 
Hyde 
F l y Ty i n g : R a l p h 
Carestia 

M e m b e r s h i p : M a r k 
Kelley 
M e n t o r i n g : D a v e 
Biddison 
Monthly Raffle: Peg 
Edwards 
Newsletter: Carol Ann 
Meadows 
N o m i n a t i n g : D i c k 
Siemens 

Outings: Jim Ricks 
Programs: Bob Kingzett 
Social Events/Annual 
Auction: Lois Krueger 

Regular KCFC meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, September 
through May, at Elmer’s Restaurant, 3030 S. 6th Street, Klamath Falls.  Dinner 
starts at 6:00 with the meeting beginning at 7:00.  Board members, please be there 
at 5:00. 

The KCFC website is: www.klamathcountryflycasters.com

NEW CLUB MEMBERS 
Be sure to invite a friend to two to join you at the October 
meeting!  The program will have great local information, and 
will be a great way to introduce new folks to our Club!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT, submitted by Dick Siemens 

Let me remind you again that dues are due.  They are still only $35 per year.  Also please 
consider buying tickets for the Scadden Outlaw Renegade Pontoon Boat.  Tickets for this 
high performance craft are only $5  each or 5 for $20.  Sale of this boat is a fund raiser for 
the Club, so please be generous. 

Come to the October meeting to learn about the progress and benefit of work on the 
Williamson River delta. 

Be on the lookout for notices from John Hyde.  He will be offering reduced rates for Club 
members to fish the Yamsi Ranch this fall and is just waiting for some openings in their schedule. 

Marshall Moser has planned a Club outing at Miller Lake on Oct. 9th and 10th.  This lake is relatively close to 
us and if you would like to try it out, please contact Marshall.  (See article on Page 4) 

This years’ trout fishing season is winding down but some of the best fishing in the Klamath basin is in the fall 
so make plans to get out  and have fun. 

Hope to see you at the October meeting on Oct. 20.  Until then have fun fishing.   

Dick

WIN THIS SCADDEN OUTLAW! 

KCFC’s current Progressive Raffle features as the prize a Scadden 
Outlaw Renegade Pontoon Boat, valued at $1,750.00.  The prize 
package includes boat, seat, oars, cargo storage, anchor system, double 
action air pump, and carrying bag.  This is a great boat!  It is lightweight 
and easy to transport, yet sturdy and easy to maneuver.  You need this 
boat! 

We are selling 300 tickets and when they are sold, we will draw the 
name of the lucky winner.  They can be bought by anyone, so give some as gifts or get your friends, relatives or 
fishing buddies to purchase tickets. 

Raffle tickets sell for $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00!

Happy Autumn!
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MILLER LAKE OUTING 

Mark your calendars!  Marshal Moser will be leading the Club on a fishing trip to Miller Lake, near Chemult, 
on October 9 and 10. 

The objective will be to arrive on Friday the 9th.  Those who want to may camp overnight at the lake, and 
perhaps, fish both Friday and Saturday.  There are nice camping facilities on Digit Point, a small peninsula that 
sticks out into the lake and can provide some protection from the wind. 
  
Fishing is allowed 24 hours a day at the lake which is known for large Brown Trout, partly nocturnal, as well as 
nice Rainbows and some Kokanee.  Boats are recommended; all kinds and motors.  There is a good boat ramp, 
although parking for the boat ramp is remote, that is, roughly 200 yards up a slight hill from the boat ramp 
itself.  If the weather isn’t too nasty, inflatables, including float tubes can be used.  Digit Point, sticks out into 
the lake and usually protects the boat ramp from the winds coming over the Cascades.  On the opposite of the 
Digit Point peninsula, to the northwest in the campgrounds, is a small swimming beach which can be used to 
launch inflatables if the wind is contrary on the boat ramp side. 
  
Miller Lake is a beautiful High Cascades lake on the east slopes, nearly opposite Mt. Thielsen from Diamond 
Lake.  It is cool, clear, and well over 100 feet deep with rocks, fallen trees, and a little aquatic vegetation along 
its heavily forested shores.  It has submerged benches along much of the shore but drops off quickly in many 
other places.  It is a glacial trough about 1 ½ miles long and about ½ mile wide in the widest spot, very similar 
in form to the larger Fourmile Lake.  The small outlet is natural and the lake fluctuates very little much of the 
year.  It will be close to the normal vegetated shoreline in October.  The surface area is 566 acres and surface 
elevation is 5,633 feet.  The access road comes over a ridge that is a little over one hundred feet higher. 
  
There will be virtually no mosquitoes, however, it can be cool to cold any time of year.  Bring warm and 
weatherproof clothes even if the weather appears nice. 
  
Earlier in the season, mayflies are possible.  In October, use nymphs, chironomids, streamers (large for the big 
boys), buggers, or whatever you like for the large Browns, etc.  Sinking lines will be best unless you want a 
floating line in reserve in case there is a hatch or the fish are on the shallow benches. 

We will meet at the lake, so plan to carpool or caravan with other folks.  Detailed directions will follow in next 
month’s newsletter! 

CONTINGENCY: 
‼!RSVP, so Marshal can contact you if needed.  Watch the weather!  October can be very changeable in the high 
Cascades; it can be very nice, it can be... otherwise.  Weather could easily cause the trip to be called off, or 
postponed.  The lake doesn’t freeze too easily, given its depth, but the road can snow shut from October to the 
end of June.  Send Marshal email and phone contact info if you plan to go, in case weather knocks out the trip. 
If in doubt, call Marshal! 
  
Contact Marshal Moser for more information: 
Personal Cell Phone: 541/880-4629 
Personal E-mail: MarshalMoser@gmail.com

mailto:MarshalMoser@gmail.com
mailto:MarshalMoser@gmail.com
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ODF&W RULE CHANGES 
Bill Tinniswood sends the following report: 

Our new fishing regulations have been approved by the commission. Major changes for Klamath area include: 
  
1)      Williamson River 
  Open May 22 to October 31. 
  Catch and release for rainbow trout. 
  No angling from a floating device from Chiloquin Bridge to the headwaters. 
  Two brown trout per day 
  
2)      Sprague River and all tributaries including NF Sprague, Fivemile Creek and Sycan River 
  Open all year beginning January 1, 2016 
  
3)           No bag limit on brown trout except Wood River, Williamson River and NF Sprague River.   Two 
brown trout per day in these waterbodies. 
  
4)      All streams open all year except Wood River, Williamson River, Spring Creek, Crystal Creek, Spencer 
Creek, Crooked Creek, and Fort Creek. Opening day will always be May 22 on these waterbodies. Wood River 
is the only exception and will always be open April 22. These waterbodies were kept closed to protect 
spawning redband trout and suckers. 
  
5)      Klamath River 
  One trout per day 15 inch minimum length 
  Closed from JC Boyle Reservoir upstream to Keno Dam from June 16 - Sep 30. 
  
6)      No changes to warm water regulations.

MEMORIES, shared from Royal Treatment Fly Fishing’s newsletter 

“Memories made from the day to day adventures of our lives define us and shape us into who we are.  We take 
these pieces and carry them with us like souvenir trinkets, pulling them out to share with others or just 
ourselves.  Unexplained smiles are often the result. 

Our fishing adventures add many such memories to the collection we amass in our lives.  While occasionally 
details morph into much grander events than those that actually took place, they rekindle a fire in our heart 
when they are drawn forward to be shared or savored.  Smile a little this week, and make a few new 
memories.  Cheers!” 

—- Joel LaFollette, Royal Treatment Fly Fishing,  www.royaltreatmentflyfishing.com 

DUES ARE DUE!!  Still just $35.00 for a family membership with two adult voting privileges!

http://www.royaltreatmentflyfishing.com
http://www.royaltreatmentflyfishing.com
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GOOD PRESS FOR KCFC 

John Pyrch from the Flyfishers’ Club of Oregon visited Greg Bulkley’s Black Drake Ranch las summer, viewing 
some of the restoration projects KCFC has accomplished.  Impressed, he went back to Portland and spread the 
word.  Here is the article from FCO’s “Flyline” newsletter: 

“Road Trip by John B. Pyrch  

Joe Palanuk and I headed east of the Cascades to southern Oregon to 
explore an important fishery that has been under siege. The redband trout 
is a species unique to this section of Oregon. We wanted to follow up with 
a representative of the Klamath Country Fly Casters to understand how the 
funding provided by The Flyfisher Foundation will be used to restore 
habitat for these special fish. The work being done on sections of 
Williamson River watershed is quite remarkable. Environmental restoration 
projects on key feeder streams will facilitate the spawning for the wild, 
native redband trout. When the water in Klamath and Agency Lakes gets 
too warm these fish migrate into the Williamson and then on to the 
Sprague River system seeking cooler water. Historically, many of the tributaries have suffered severe erosion 
and destruction of native plant species due to overgrazing by cattle. Diversion dams have blocked fish passage 
and unscreened irrigation ditches have resulted in fish dying. Channelization and diking for flood control 
purposes by the Corps of Engineers in the middle of the 20th century remain problematic on many sections of 
the watershed. Efforts are now underway to correct these situations.  

Although we were able to experience some incredible spring creek fly fishing for trout, the real treat was 
touring several of the restoration projects to see firsthand the improvements that have been accomplished. Sue 
Mattenberger, with the USFWS’s Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, has spearheaded an important 
collaboration effort with private land owners, ODF&W staff, local fishing groups and many other parties to 
assemble significant matching funds for these restoration projects. We observed a $3 million bridge that 
replaced a culvert with an adjacent $1 million fish screen and passage facility on the North Fork of the Sprague 
River. There was an impressive 1.3 mile restructuring effort that supplanted a channel built by the Corps on a 
portion of the South Fork of the Sprague River. And there was a wonderful opportunity to compare 
neighboring sections of the same stream. On one side of the road the cattle had been removed from the bank 
area. The vegetation was healthy and robust providing good trout habitat. On the other side of the road, the 
cattle still had access to the stream bank area and the deterioration was very evident.  

In 2014, the FFF provided $5,000 to support an environmental restoration 
project on Spencer Creek to facilitate the spawning of the native redband 
trout of the Klamath River. The project has been delayed due to the need to 
get approval from the Tribes’ archeological experts in order to avoid 
disturbing Native American artifacts. They are on course, in collaboration 
with the Klamath Basin Rangeland Trust, to finish the project this fall. We 
will get a full report once the project is completed. Based on our 
observation of the restoration efforts undertaken by the staff and volunteers 
of these organizations, you can be assured that our funds will be well 
spent.” 
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INDISPENSABLE FLIES, by Ralph Carestia

Welcome back, Ralph!  We missed you! 

Schroeder’s Parachute Hopper  
Hopper dry fly fishing is about as good as it gets in the late 
summer and fall when the grasshoppers are plentiful and the 
wind blows them out of the grass into the streams.  The 
Schroeder’s Parachute Hopper is a highly visible and deadly 
hopper pattern which works great on both slow and fast water.  
The Parachute Hopper can be tied in many colors and sizes. 

Materials Needed: 

 Hook:  TMC 5212 #6-14 

 Thread:  6/0 Tan 

 Wing Post: White Calf Body Hair 

 Hackle:  Grizzly Rooster Saddle (color to match body) 

 Rib:  Brown Size E Rod Wrap Thread 

 Abdomen: Antron Dubbing (color: yellow, grey, olive, etc.) 

 Wing:  Model Turkey Wing 

 Legs:  Knotted Ringneck Pheasant 

 Thorax:  Antron Dubbing to match abdomen 

Attach behind the eye of the hook and wrap back to the bend.  Return the thread to 
about three eye lengths back from the hook eye. 

Cut, clean and stack a large clump of calf hair.  Be sure to remove all the short fibers 
and stack the bunch into a nice even clump.  Measure this clump of hair against the 
shank so it is two thirds of a shank length long.  Tie the calf body hair and cut the butt 
ends from the calf hair at an angle and form a smooth thread base over the tapered 
butts. 

Grasp the entire clump of calf hair in your material hand and bring the thread in front of 
the base of the wing.  Hold the wing above the hook and wrap the thread around the 
bottom of the wing forming a thread post that is, for now, about one and a half eye 
lengths tall.



KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS 	 	 	 	 	 	        OCTOBER 2015

PAGE "8

Select a died grizzly saddle feather that has barbs equal to about 1 ½ the width of the 
gap.  Prepare the feather by stripping the butt exposing the quill for a length of about 
the hook gap.  Pull the feather up so it is lying alongside the wing.  Wrap the thread 
around the calf hair post and stripped hackle stem up to the top of the thread post.  
Add a drop or two of thin head cement to the base of the wing post. 

Tie in a six-inch length of brown rod wrap tread at the mid-point on the shank for the 
rib.  Wrap back over the floss to the bend of the hook. 

Dub the body from the bend of the hook forward to the very back edge of the wing forming a thick slightly 
tapered body. 

Spiral wrap the ribbing five to six turns forward over the body to the back of the wing and 
tie it off on top of the front edge of the dubbed body. 

Cut a slip of a turkey quill, prepare, fold and shape it for the wing of the fly.  Place the 
turkey slip on top of the hook at the back edge of the wing and fold it around the body 
slightly.  Tie the turkey slip in at the back edge of the calf wing with several tight wraps 
of thread. 

Tie an overhand knot in a small bunch of pheasant tail fibers.  Make one leg from each 
side of the pheasant feather so you have a right and left leg.  Coat the tips (lower leg 
portion from the knee back) with a thin layer of flexible cement to hold the fibers 
together.  Tie the leg in at the back edge of the wing with a secure band of thread.  
Repeat this process with another leg on the far side.  Trim the butt ends of the legs flush 
against the shank. 
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Remember:  Dues are due!!  Still only $35.00!!

Dub the thread and begin wrapping the dubbing at the back edge of the index point and work back to the base 
of the wing.  Continue wrapping the dubbing forward again to the back of the index point, forming a square 
shaped thorax. 

Grasp the hackle feather in a pair of hackle pliers and wrap it clockwise around the 
hook.  Wrap the hackle feather about six to eight turns around the calf hair post.  Pull 
the hackle feather, in the pliers, to the far side of the hook and let it hang there. 
Remove the pliers from the tip of the feather and tie it off with a pinch wrap.  Whip 
finish the thread while holding the hackle back.  Clip the thread. 

  TOP VIEW      BOTTOM VIEW
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DUES ARE DUE!! 

According to our KCFC bylaws, membership renewals and dues are due as of October 1st.  In an era of ever-
rising prices, our Club dues are still $35.00 per family!  And, that includes two adult voting members! 

Please print and fill out this form and either bring it to the October meeting along with your dues, or mail 
them to:   
 Klamath Country Fly Casters 
 PO Box 324 
 Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601 

First voting member: 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________ 

Second voting member: 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:_________________________________________________________________
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