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NEWSLETTER
Calendar  !

April 15: Meeting with Nathan Bailey !
May 3: Redband Rodeo (Please note 
the corrected date!) !
May 16-18: Sandy River Spey Clave !
May 20: KCFC Auction !
May 31: Outing to Lake Juanita

“Fishing the Sprague River” 
with Nathan Bailey

The April meeting of KCFC will include a program featuring close-
to-home waters and fishing tips from someone who has fished here 
all his life.  Here is how Nathan Bailey introduces himself: !

“I am Nathan Bailey and I am the owner-operator of On The Fly Guide Service. I have been fishing from the 
time I could walk. I was born and raised in the Klamath Basin, and its waters were a important tool that 
formed me into the person, fisherman, and guide I am today. 
  
I joined the Coast Guard to get to Alaska and experience all the last frontier had to offer. It was there that I 
learned how much fishing, and the wild places that fish inhabit, were a part of me.  After the Coast Guard I 
moved to the Upper Rogue Valley where I have lived for close to two decades now. The Rogue has taken 
its place right next to the Williamson, Wood, and Sprague Rivers in my life.” !
Nate’s talk, on April 15th, will focus on how, when, and where to fish the Sprague River. He is going to 
emphasize “swinging for trout,” what he believes to be the most effective way to catch early season Sprague 
fish.  Come to the April meeting and learn how to 
have fun on this near-by river! !
PS: Nate will give you more information, but be sure 
to ask about the “Big Stick” spey casting clinic, April 
26th at Tou Velle.  Nate and a number of other 
fishing professionals will be participating, with lots 
of equipment for you to try.
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OFFICERS AND BOARD 
  !

Dale Zemke 
kcflycasters@gmail.com 

President !
Lois Krueger 

lk.timefliesoutfitters@yahoo.com 
Vice President/President Elect !

Peg Edwards 
edwrmed@aol.com 

Treasurer !
Terri Twyman 

melterhowdy1@gmail.com 
Secretary !

Greg Bulkley 
gbulkley@wildblue.net 

Past President !
John Hyde 

yamsiranch@hughes.net 
Board Member !
Jim Ricks 

mtnestinor@gmail.com 
Board Member !

Patrick Stroup 
pastorstroup@aol.com 

Board Member !
Dick Siemens 

resiemens@centurytel.net 
Board Member !

THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT !We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport 
of fly fishing, do hereby join to promote fly fishing as a method of 
angling, to encourage youth to learn this method of angling, and to 
promote and participate in meetings to educate all persons in the many 
aspects of fly fishing as a sport. We agree to make every effort to protect 
and improve fishing resources in our area by encouraging the practice of 
catch and release fishing of wild, native fish and by supporting fly fishing 
organizations in other areas in the overall quest for improvement and 
perpetuity of fishing resources.

COMMITTEES 
Conser vat ion: Greg 
Bulkley 
E d u c a t i o n : Pa t r i c k 
Stroup 
F F F L i a i s o n : D a l e 
Zemke 
Fly Casting Events: John 
Hyde 
F l y Ty i n g : R a l p h 
Carestia !!

!!
M e m b e r s h i p : M a r k 
Kelley 
M e n t o r i n g : D a v e 
Biddison 
Monthly Raffle: Peg 
Edwards 
Newsletter: Carol Ann 
Meadows 
N o m i n a t i n g : D i c k 
Siemens !

!!
Outings: Jim Ricks 
Programs:  
Social Events/Annual 
Auction: Lois Krueger 

!Regular KCFC meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, September 
through May, at Elmer’s Restaurant, 3030 S. 6th Street, Klamath Falls.  Dinner 
starts at 6:00 with the meeting beginning at 7:00.  Board members, please be there 
at 5:00. !The KCFC website is: www.klamathcountryflycasters.com

NEW CLUB MEMBERS !
Please welcome our newest KCFC members!  Make sure to look for Eric 
and Tena Rulofson and Jake and Emily Coatney at the next 
meeting.  Introduce yourself, and welcome them into our fly fishing 
family!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT, by Dale Zemke
March turned out to be a great month.  We hit a net increase of membership by 13 
member households since this year began in September.  This growth adds strength 
and potential to the Club and helps to ensure its future.  I welcome all of these new 
members.  The trip to the NW Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Expo in Albany was a total 
success and all I can say is that those of us who attended this year highly 
recommend that you put March 6, 7, & 8, 2015 on your calendars now and plan to 
attend next year.  In addition, March had our annual presentation by Bill 
Tinniswood that was standing room only as usual.  It was great to get coverage of 
streams as well as lakes as we do have some who prefer stream fishing.  Topping things off with the drawing 
for the Gary Anderson Custom Rod made for an awesome meeting.  Congratulations to John Hyde for winning 
the rod - anxious to see the end product when he gets it.  I think we will continue to do a raffle of this sort 
each year.  I will be coming out with a survey regarding your thoughts on cost per ticket and number of tickets 
for this raffle very shortly.  I want to make sure it is possible for every member to take a shot at winning a 
great prize. !
Speaking of raffles, your Treasurer and Raffle Chairperson, Peg Edwards, along with Vice President, Lois 
Krueger and newsletter guru, Carol Ann Meadows are reviewing our monthly raffle products, cost of items 
versus raffle income, and how the raffle might be conducted.  All of this effort is being done to reduce the 
financial losses incurred by the monthly raffle and yet maintain or improve the prizes available at each raffle.  
Also maybe do some things that add a little variety to how the raffles are done.  I am looking forward to the 
recommendations from this dynamic team. !
April starts our Club fishing outings with the outing to Pyramid Lake underway at the time of this newsletter 
being published, and a ton of people signed up to hit the Klamath River in April under the guidance of Mark 
Kelley, who personally knows every fish in that river.  We should also have firm dates for the Diamond Lake 
and Gold Lake fishing trips this month so that you can calendar them.  April should also be the month that we 
nail down the dates and location of the Rod Building Class, and the 501(c)3 application should be in the hands 
of the IRS for their determination.  Lots of good stuff coming to a head in April. !
I want to take space to thank Rose Beardsley, Ric Devore, and Tom Essex for stepping up and offering their 
wood shops for the construction of any needed items for the Rod Building Class.  I also want to thank John 
Fortune and Doug Wierenga for their donations of wrapping and drying stands to the Club.  There have also 
been several offers of loaner items for the class also, and these are greatly appreciated.  It never fails to amaze 
and delight me to see how readily people step up when asked to help out on Club events and activities.  A 
great example of the bonds that can form in a club like ours. !
I hope that you are all visiting the Club web site at www.klamathcountryflycasters.com as I do try to keep it 
updated as to upcoming events and monthly programs.  In addition, the “Links” page continues to grow with 
more places on the internet that can be both of interest and informative.  Lots of links to water conditions are 
available, as well as places for fishing reports.  The Club newsletters are there, and I believe that with this 
issue, you have had to go there to get the newsletter.  This is as it should be - you can read it without having 
to download it to your hard drive, and you can print it from there if you want to, and it makes it instantly 
available to anyone who wants it.  Now Carol Ann just has to post the newest newsletter to the web site and 
send out a notice that it is there.  Makes it easy for everyone. !
So until we see one another - Tight Lines!
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THE 2014 KCFC AUCTION IS COMING! !
This year’s KCFC fundraising auction will be held May 20, 2014.  That may seem 
like a long way off, but the Auction Committee is already hard at work. !
Lois, Peg and Carol Ann had a blast at the Expo, visiting all the vendor booths and 
acquiring really fun things for the auction, including flies tied by 16 of the expert 
tiers who were demonstrating their skills.  In addition, they were given a VERY 
special presentation fly tied by Jay Woodbury of “our” Project Healing Waters 
chapter.  They also were given books, tools and fishing equipment. !
But, wait!  There will be more! !
As in past years, we will have the oral auction, a silent auction and the bucket raffles.  If you have items you 
would like to donate to the auction, please contact: 
 Lois Krueger  lk.timefliesoutfitters@yahoo.com 
 Peg Edwards   edwrmed@aol.com 
 Carol Ann Meadows kcfnews@gmail.com !
We would like to have all items collected by the April KCFC meeting so that we will have time to prepare a list 
for you to see. !
This year, we hope to have a catalog of auction items available for viewing on our Club website, 
www.klamathcountryflycasters.com .  Check the website and see some of the great things you can bid on in 
May!

TIPS AND TRICKS, from John Hyde !
From time to time we will be including some of John Hyde’s always informative tips and tricks for 
fly fishing.  Here is part two of “How to Avoid Wind Knots.”  (If you missed part one, check the 
March newsletter at www.klamathcountryflycasters.com .) !
Last month I discussed tailing loops causing wind knots and one cause and solution. 
This was forward drift.  !
Another cause of tailing loops is applying the power to your casting stroke too soon 
and forcing your rod tip to travel in a concave path or dip down and unload up, 
causing your loop to tail. !
Solution: On your forward cast, make a slow and smooth acceleration until your rod tip passes your head 
(12:00).  Then speed up and stop the tip at about 10:00.  This should (if everything else is right) form a nice 
tight loop out in front of you.  The same also applies to the back cast….  !
Tailing loops are a nightmare and cause us to waste a lot of good fishing time untangling knots.  They usually 
happen when the wind is blowing in your face or you see a big fish jump and need to cast just a little bit 
farther.  Be careful not to over power your rod.
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OUTINGS UPDATE 
Here are the KCFC outings currently being planned: !
May 16-18, 2014 - Greg Bulkley will organize an outing to the Sandy River Spey Clave 
May 31, 2014 - Dale Zemke is planning a day trip to Lake Juanita near Macdoel CA 
July - Doug Barnes will put a trip together - Destination & Date(s) to be determined 
July/August - Toby Loetscher will organize a trip to Gold Lake, OR - Date(s) to be determined 
September - John Staunton will organize a trip to Medicine Lake - Date(s) to be determined !
Check the articles below, and watch for more information on each of these outings!

Contributed by Stream Keeper, Dale Zemke:  !Lake Juanita is the Club’s May outing destination.  Juanita is located approximately 
4 miles south and 4 miles west of Macdoel, CA.  It is a small, high altitude lake that 
is not heavily visited or fished.  It is, however, stocked with trout and has a 
population of large mouth bass and catfish.  I have not personally fished this lake, 
but both Bob Gregory and Marshal Moser have told me it fishes well and that the 
facilities are excellent.  There is about a 1.5 mile trail around the lake with two 
fishing jetties.  There is also a concrete boat launch ramp and a fish cleaning 
station.  (Hey - the trout are stockers after all!)  No motors of any sort, fuel or 
electric, are allowed, but the size of the lake makes it excellent for row boats, float 
tubes, pontoon boats, canoes, or kayaks.  The water stays cold all through the 
summer, so it must be spring fed.  You probably want to dress accordingly if float tubing.   !This will be a day trip.  Please bring your own food and beverage.  Drinking water and vault toilets are available.  There is no 
day use fee at this US Forest Service campground, only a fee if you are overnighting.   I visited this lake last fall and it is a 
lovely location, and well worth a try as a nearby fishing opportunity, even though it is in California.  A 1 day license is $14.86 
or a 2 day for $23.25 for residents and non-residents alike.  The license can be obtained online at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/
licensing/ols/ . !
A sign-up sheet for interested parties will be circulated at the April meeting and you can also direct inquiries to me, Dale 
Zemke, at dale_zemke@yahoo.com.

UPCOMING OUTING TO LAKE JUANITA

GOLD LAKE OUTING 
Toby Loetscher is organizing a Club outing to Gold Lake in late July.  (July 26?)  Gold Lake is 
a very good trout lake north of the Willamette Pass summit off Highway 58, with rainbows 
and brook trout up to 20 inches.  Fishing is restricted to fly angling with barbless hooks.  The 
catch is at least 5 to 1 brook trout to rainbow, and anglers are encouraged to catch and keep 
any quantity of brookies.  Rainbows must be released unharmed.  Fishing holds up well due 
to the short season and restricted tackle.  Fish range from 6 to 20 inches.  Gold Lake is about 
1/2 mile long and has slightly more than 100 surface acres. Although it can be fished from 
shore, it's pretty bushy, and a boat (hand-powered only) is strongly recommended. !

This will be a day trip.  Plan to meet early and carpool, returning home in time for dinner!  More information will be 
coming about this great outing, so keep watching the newsletters!
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CUSTOM GARY ANDERSON FLY ROD RAFFLE !
It couldn’t happen to a nicer guy!  The drawing for the Gary Anderson Spey Rod was held at 
the March meeting, and the winner was … drum roll … John Hyde!  Congratulations, John!  
We know you will enjoy that special rod!

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE !
Cliff Crandall reports that he has the following items available for sale: !
• A Cabela’s fly tying unit, including vise, scissors, bobbin, instruction books and fly tying material.  He is 

asking $75.00, but would entertain your offer. 
• A 4-weight fly rod with reel, line and case.  He is asking $60.00. !
For more information, please contact Cliff at 541 273-1798.

EXPO FUN, or, “What happens in Albany stays in Albany!”
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HOOKED ON FISH, by Dale Zemke !
Fish Cooking Basics !
The basic fish cooking rules are easy to follow, even though each type of fish 
has individual flavor,texture, and appearance.  A variety of methods can be 
used to prepare fish for eating.  These include broiling, baking, and frying.  If 
lean fish such as bass and other members of the sunfish family are broiled, 
they should be basted with seasoning (garlic,lemon, etc.) in melted butter to 
prevent drying. !
Fish with high fat content (trout, salmon) don’t have to be basted as much.  Avoid overcooking.  The fish should 
be moist and tender.  Overcooking causes it to become dry and chewy.  Fish is done when the flesh is opaque 
and can be easily flaked with a fork.  Don’t over handle fish during cooking and serving.  Cooked fish is delicate 
and will flake apart easily.  Turn only once during cooking and transfer carefully to a platter to serve. !
PAN FRYING 
Prepare the fish as described for deep oil frying and place pieces in a skillet containing 1/4 inch of hot oil.  Fry 
on the first side until the fish is browned and then flip to repeat on the other side.  If necessary, blot dry with 
towels. !
DEEP OIL FRYING 
Cut fish into smaller equal-sized pieces.  Dip it in a mixture of a few tablespoons of milk to one egg.  Drain and 
then shake the fish in a zip-locked bag containing cracker crumbs, cornmeal, flour, prepared fish seasoning, etc. 
Cook in deep oil (350-400 degrees -checked with thermometer) until brown or the pieces float to the surface. 
Place on absorbent towels and blot dry.  Serve with lemon or sauce.  !
BROILING 
Sprinkle serving-sized portions of fish with seasoning.  Place on a preheated greased broiler pan, skin side up if 
skin has not been removed.  Baste with melted butter.  Broil about 2 inches from heat for 5 to 8 minutes, or 
until it flakes easily with a fork. !
BAKING 
Rub seasoning on both sides of the fish and place it in a greased baking pan.  Brush with melted butter (lay 
slices of bacon over top if desired).  Bake in a moderately heated oven until the fish flakes easily with a fork.  If 
fish seems dry while baking, baste more frequently. !
Do you have a favorite fish recipe?  Send in your suggestions!  Please email kcfnews@gmail.com .  If your recipe is from a magazine or 
cookbook, please include that information, too, so we may credit them.  Although KCFC encourages the practice of catch and release of wild 
native fish, we certainly do not ban eating fish!  When buying fish at a grocery, please avoid farm-raised.

SAFETY TIP FROM ROSE BEARDSLEY, Klamath County Search and Rescue !
If you plan to go fishing alone, let someone know where you are headed and approximately what 
time you should be home.  Plan ahead how long they should wait and what they should do if you 
are late returning.  You could even email someone far away….  Just let SOMEONE know that you 
are out there alone.  The sooner a search is begun, the sooner a rescue can be accomplished. !
STAY SAFE!
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INDISPENSABLE FLIES, by Ralph Carestia

MARCH BROWN - CATSKILLS STYLE 

March Browns are among one of the hatches found in various Oregon 
rivers.  The bugs usually hatch early in the year and don’t create 
blanket hatches, but instead emerge sporadically throughout the day, 
which means you can often get a trout to eat a dun even when there 
aren’t any bugs actually on the water.  I love tying the traditional 
Catskill patterns, and this is one of my favorites.  The overall form of 
the pattern is so appealing to the eye, as is the almost majestic way 
it rests on its tail and hackle. 

RECIPE: 
 Hook   Mustad 94840 or TMC 100 
 Thread   Brown 
 Tail  Moose body hair 
 Body   Fawn color brown dubbing (tan) 
 Wing   Wood duck 
 Hackle  Light brown and brown dyed grizzly hackle 
Note: Wrap brown first so you can control the color by the amount of wraps of the grizzly. !
INSTRUCTIONS: !!

Attach the thread and wrap a base to the center of the hook, then wrap back to the 
1/3 position back from the eye. !!!!!!!

Take a wood duck flank feather and remove the sides of the feather that are not 
even with the tip or middle of the feather.  Tie-in the feather on the top of the 
hook at the 1/3 point of the hook shank behind the eye. !!! !!!!

Split the feather into two equal bunches.  Do a figure-eight wrap between them 
and then take two to three wraps around the base of each wing. 
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!!
Comb and stack a bunch of dark brown moose hock.  Make the tail as long as the 
hook shank. Tie the moose hock in at the bend and wrap forward over the butt 
ends to just behind the midpoint on the hook.  Trim the tail’s butts. !!!!
Take a small amount of fawn colored tan natural fine dubbing.  Dub the thread with a thin, level strand of the 
fawn colored dubbing and dub the body from the bend of the hook up to about 60% of the shank length. !!!!!!!!!!
Select and prepare a brown grizzly and light brown hackle feathers, depending on the size of the fly (I use 
saddle hackles since the stem is thinner).  Strip the butt ends and tie the feather in by its butt ends.  Begin 
wrapping the feathers in tight concentric turns up to the eye of the hook. !!!!!!!! !!!!

Trim the hackle tips off.  Take two to three wraps of thread right here and whip-
finish with 4-5 wraps of thread. !!!
                BOTTOM VIEW:                                                    TOP VIEW:



CASTING/FISHING CLINIC AT YAMSI RANCH !
Yamsi Ranch is offering an all-day fishing clinic on Saturday, May 10th, 9am 
’til dark.  Led by John Hyde, FFF certified casting instructor, the morning 
will include casting instruction for all experience levels at Yamsi Ranch.  
After lunch, there will be knot tying practice and discussion of equipment 
selection and care.  The rest of the day will be devoted to fishing on the 
Williamson!  Participants will put their new skills to good use, rounding out 
the day with dinner at the Ranch. !
The cost for the day, with lunch and dinner included, is $175 per person.  
There is a limit of ten students, so contact John soon to reserve your place!  
You may reach him at: !
yamsiranch@hughes.net 
541 783-3008

REDBAND RODEO 
May 3 is the date for this year’s “Trophy Trout Fishing Derby.”  This year, in conjunction with the Derby, the 
Klamath Basin Rangeland Trust is putting on a “Redband Rodeo” aimed at educating people about the sport of 
fishing.  KCFC will help at this event with casting, fly tying and knot tying instruction. !
Here is what the Herald and News said about the event: !
“The annual Herald and News Trophy Trout Fishing Derby will take to the water Saturday, May 3 in Upper 
Klamath Lake. Some details remain to be worked out, so clean up your fishing poles, dust off the lures and 
patch the boat, because there will be big prizes for adults and kids alike. 
Moore Park will be the central location of the event, and there will be several other checking stations for 
Redband trout both on and off the lake. 
This year, we’re looking to have fish captured and weighed live and then released. As the weights and lengths 
are recorded, we plan to update fishermen electronically via online/cell phone posts. So if a five-pounder has 
been recorded, you can turn back your three-pounder and get back in the hunt for larger trout. 
The usual prize of a small boat and outboard motor is in the mix, but there’s also a surprise prize in the 
works, too. 

The newspaper is partnering with the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and the Klamath Basin Rangeland Trust to 
bring you the event. This year our friends at the Klamath 
Basin Rangeland Trust are putting on a Redband Rodeo fish 
festival at Moore Park, in conjunction with the Trophy Trout 
Fishing Derby. So there will be a lot more “shore” events for 
people to enjoy, including a 1K kid’s fun run.” !
We will need volunteers to take turns working our tables, so 
please contact President Dale Zemke to sign up!  You may 
reach him at dale_zemke@yahoo.com or 714 349-5129. 

photo: ODF&W

KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS ! ! ! ! ! ! APRIL 2014

PAGE �10



Klamath Country Fly Casters 
PO Box 324 
Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601


